Assenbl y Resol ution No. 153
BY: M of A Darling

RECOGNI ZI NG Friday, March 10, 2023, as Harriet
Tubman Day

WHEREAS, Harri et Ross Tubman was an Anerican heroine and patriot,
who faithfully served her country and |iberated her people; her tireless
efforts to attain freedom for those enslaved, and her dedication to stop
t he i nhuman practice of slavery, should be recognized and cel ebrated; it
is only fitting to pay tribute to an American heroi ne, who sacrificed
everything for the well being of her people and country; and

VWHEREAS, |n June of 2003, legislation was signed into law to nmnake
March 10th a Day of Comenoration; March 10th recogni zes the lifetine
achi evenents and the historical |egacy established by Harriet Tubman,
and her many acconplishnents throughout New York State; and

WHEREAS, Harriet Ross Tubman, the great Anerican abolitionist, was
born around 1820, on a plantation in Dorchester County, Mryland; as was
the case of many sl aves, she was put to work as a field hand at an early
age; and

WHEREAS, Because of her color and her status as a slave, Harriet
Tubman was denied the opportunity to learn to read or wite;
nevert hel ess, she was able to rise above the Ilimtations that were
pl aced on her as a slave and as a bl ack wonman; and

VWHEREAS, |n 1849, Harriet Tubrman escaped to the North and settled in
Phi | adel phia, Pennsylvania; while in Philadelphia, she net WIIliam
Still, the Philadel phia Stationnmaster of the "Underground Railroad"; it
was WIlliamStill along with the Phil adel phia Anti-Sl avery Soci ety that
i ntroduced Harriet Tubman to the inner workshops of the Underground
Rai | road; and

WHEREAS, The Underground Railroad was a network of famlies and
peopl e that offered assistance, food, or shelter to slaves, during their
escape to the North; one year after her escape, Harriet Tubman becane a
conductor (guide who |ed escaped slaves to freedon) on the Underground
Rai | r oad; and

WHEREAS, |In 1851, Harriet Tubman rel ocated nenbers of her famly to
North Street in St. Catharine's, Ontario, Canada; this eventually becane
her headquarters for the Underground Railroad; in the ensuing years,
Harri et Tubman becane one of the nost influential conductors; and

WHEREAS, In the m d-1850s Harriet Tubman nade the acquaintance of
United States Senator, Secretary of State and fornmer New York Governor
WIlliamH Seward and his wfe, Frances, in Auburn, New York; the
Sewards in 1857 provided a honme for Harriet Tubman in Auburn, New York,
which was later sold to her; and

WHEREAS, This new honme was to becone the new base of operations for



the Underground Railroad; when the Gvil War began, Harriet Tubman was
able to liberate hundreds of her people to freedom through this

efficient network; she was proud to claimthat she never ran her train
off the track and never |ost a passenger; and

VWHEREAS, Harriet Tubman served as a cook in the Union Arny in South
Carolina, a nurse, a scout for raiding parties, and a spy behind
confederate lines; after her service to the Union Arny, she returned to
Auburn, New York, where she lived the remaining years of her life; in
1903, she transferred ownership of her property tothe AME. Zion
Church; and

VWHEREAS, After Harriet Tubman's death on March 10, 1913, the church
devel oped and nanaged her honme and adj acent property in order to sustain
her nmenory; Harriet Tubman was buried in Fort Hill Cenetery in Auburn,
New York, with full mlitary honors; currently, the Harriet Tubman hone
and property are registered as National Historic Landmarks in Auburn,
and the site is also part of the National Parks Service Freedom Trail
and

WHEREAS, Harriet Tubman was nmany things to nany people, but to the
Bl ack sl aves, she was considered to be the "Bl ack Mdses”" who delivered
them the buried promse of freedom through her actions and |ife, she
enbodi es the true essence of service, spirit and strength; because of
her spirit, strength and conviction, countless slaves were given hope;
she was conpelled to risk her own freedom so that others could
experience freedom and

WHEREAS, Wth the establishnent of this Day of Comrenoration, on
March 10, 2004, the rich historical Ilegacy and I|ife achievenents of
Harri et Tubnman are recogni zed and cel ebrated in New York each year; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to
recogni ze Friday, March 10, 2023, as Harriet Tubnman Day.



